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Why Aged Kitchen Colors Are the
Beautiful Alternative to Safe Neutral

Kitchens —and How Designers Are Using
Them

Adding richness and timeless appeal, they're the colors to have on your radar

@ By Molly Malsom ' Published 22 hours ago In Advice

LT
WA

g

(Image credit: deVOL Kitchens)

The colors considered most timeless and enduring are changing. Once a
title reserved for clean whites and light grays, designers and homeowners
alike are searching for hues that feel richer, more sophisticated, and more
unique.

Which is exactly why aged kitchen colors are emerging as the most coveted
palette. They are a darker take on neutrals, offering a kitchen color that
feels more rooted in nature and layered in design. Think moody reds, rich
browns, deep terracottas, and the darkest shades of smoky navy.

And designers say it's no fleeting kitchen color trend - these hues are here
to stay, giving kitchens of every size, style, and layout a layered and lived-
in look. Here's why they love the trend, and how you can introduce aged
colors to your cooking space.



What's the Appeal of Aged Kitchen
Colors?

Rich, aged browns are a sophisticated pairing with classic marble, offering a balance of light and

dark.

(Image credit: Kristen Pena Interiors/Christopher Stark Photography)

Oxblood red, burnt terracotta, aubergine, tobacco brown, deep navy; these

are all colors that have that aged, lived-in feel to them. They are rich and
deep in tone, bringing a timeless yet unique feel to kitchens of every style
and size. But perhaps the greatest appeal of these shades is the warmth
they bring to designs.

'There’s a real richness to these types of colors which feels incredibly
comforting. They reference traditional interiors rather than passing trends.

Deep earthy shades create kitchens with real depth and absorb light
beautifully, making the space instantly feel layered, lived in and homey,’
says Sophie Rowell of Céte de Folk.



It's that sense of tradition that makes them such an enduring and livable
choice - these aren't colors synonymous with new trends or modern design
styles; they've been present in homes for centuries.

'These colors — oxblood, aubergine, and tobacco brown — were on walls for
200 years before white became a primary color in kitchens. What changed
is that people stopped treating the kitchen as an appliance room and
started treating it as the room they actually live in,' adds Michael Winn,
owner and president at WINN Design + Build.

In this kitchen, deep aubergine cabinetry is complemented by warm white walls and aged brass

details.

(Image credit: Céte de Folk)

'There’s a practical reason too. Most kitchens in the Washington, DC area
sit at the back of the house, north-facing, often under a covered porch.

White cabinetry in that light doesn’t read crisp. It reads gray and slightly
dingy. A deep color in that same light reads deliberate," explains Michael.

Beyond history, aged kitchen colors tap into the calming, grounded
atmosphere that's becoming increasingly desirable in these rooms, where
hard lines and cold surfaces are often in abundance. These hues offer
contrast and softer design detais that make a kitchen feel cozier and more
lived-in.



'The appeal of aged colors like this could be our desire to feel something,’
says Anna Franklin of Stone House Collective. 'In a world where

everything is innovating and moving and changing at such a rapid pace, it
can be hard to feel grounded at all. These aged colors evoke a calm, historic
feeling — something earthy and real.'

Why They're Replacing Classic
Neutrals

Even certain shades of green, like deep olives, feel beautifully aged, especially paired with wood

tones and subtle marbles.
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Classic neutrals like whites, grays, and beiges have dominated, often seen
as the safest palette to ensure a kitchen doesn't feel trend-led. But
homeowners are beginning to search for alternatives that feel a bit warmer,
richer, and more confident, and aged kitchen colors offer that without
leaning into bright territory.



'For more than two decades, kitchen design has been dominated by light
neutrals and restrained palettes. Today, homeowners are embracing color
with much more confidence and are looking for spaces with greater depth,
warmth and personality. Rich aged tones such as aubergine, burnt plum
and cognac have been waiting patiently for their return, and we're finally
ready to bring a sense of permanence and history to our homes that lighter
palettes simply can’t achieve,' explains Benjamin Ouellette, Designer at
Design Galleria Kitchen and Bath Studio.

Dark oxblood cabinets make a statement in this traditional kitchen, softened by the soft pink

walls and delicate café curtains.
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Because these colors feel earthy and reminiscent of nature, they almost act
as darker neutrals, offering a timeless base for your kitchen design without
being plain or too light. '"Aged colors work like colorful neutrals. Since they
mirror shades found in nature - like earth, leather, and dark wood - they
make a kitchen feel warm and cozy without being overwhelming. They
also pair easily with other colors, grounding the space,’ says Shannon
Kadwell, Kitchen and Bath Director at Anthony Wilder Design /Build.




'Several of these shades, tobacco brown and burnt terracotta especially,
function as neutrals in my book. They're not loud colors; they're grounded
ones,' agrees John Malone McNamara, Founder and Principal Designer of
Coosa, who explains that the success of your design is about how the
colors are introduced.

'Tdon't see this as bold versus safe, but as layered, warm neutrals versus
flatter, cooler ones. The real risk isn't choosing a neutral palette, it's relying
on a single gesture. An all-oxblood kitchen can become just as predictable
as an all-white one. The most compelling kitchens come from thoughtful
combinations of color, material, and texture rather than relying on one
dominant move.'

How to Introduce Aged Colors to
Your Kitchen

Aged kitchen colors on the cabinets offer the most timeless base for your design, and can easily

be elevated by the right materials and finishes.
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There are several ways to bring aged kitchen colors into your space,
whether you go big with painted cabinetry or more subtly with accessories
and decor. It really depends on whether you want to embark on a full color
refresh or bring life to a light neutral scheme.

'Start with kitchen cabinetry,' Anna suggests. 'Cabinetry takes up the most
visual space, so it's going to create the most noticeable difference. Aged
colors like oxblood, evergreen, and navy work so well on cabinets, and
they're made even more impactful when paired with coordinating panel-
ready appliances. It's a surefire way to make your kitchen feel like a work
of art. It also opens up so much opportunity to introduce other aged
elements into the space, like a really stellar marble countertop, unique light

fixtures, and accessories.'

If you don't want to commit to a kitchen drenched in these richer hues,
introducing them in smaller doses can be just as impactful. It's also a
sophisticated way to add contrast without overwhelming the room.

This pantry proves these smaller spaces are the perfect place to color drench in aged colors,

creating an unexpected moment.
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'If you don’t want to commit to every cabinet, you could choose it for your
island or pantry cupboard. In a past kitchen project, we teamed the deep
brown with soft cream walls and a soft lilac for the on-counter cabinet,
which kept the darker cabinetry feeling elegant and unique rather than
dark and heavy,' Sophie explains.

'A single island in a deep aubergine against a warm off-white perimeter
gets you most of the drama at a fraction of the commitment. A scullery or
butler’s pantry is the other place I like it. Small room, low stakes, and it’s a

good surprise when someone opens the door,' Michael agrees.

You can also experiment with aged kitchen colors without taking on a
repaint. If you're stepping out of your comfort zone, start with easy-to-
change items and subtler features — Shannon recommends 'bringing in
terracotta floor tiles, leather bar stools, or copper pots hanging on the wall.'

It could also be a runner in rich oxblood tones, lighting with smoky brown
fixtures, or a kitchen nook accessorized with deep navy throw pillows. It's
an entry point for decorating with aged kitchen colors without the pressure
to get it right on the first try.

Aged kitchen colors might be a bit darker than you're used to, but they add
depth and richness to any design without feeling too bright or bold. Look
to shades like Terre d' Egypt and Eating Room Red for rich red shades,
Brinjal for more of an aubergine look, Hickory Stick and Ghost Ranch for

brown and terracotta shades, or embrace deep navy hues with Hale Navy
and Hague Blue.



